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k> a height of three feet. They are tough and
flexible and are used in making baskets,
chair-bottoms and mats. The various species
of rush are found in swampy places the
world over. See horsetail rush; bulrush.
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JOHN RUSKIN
EUSKIN, john (1819-1900), one of the
most eminent English art critics, authors and
social reformers of the nineteenth century,
was born in London. His parents were
Scotch, and they attended carefully to his
education. He
studied at Christ
Church, Oxford,
and before his
graduation won the
Newdigate prize for
his poem Salsette
and Elephant a. In
1843 he produced
the first volume of
his Modern Paint-
ers, a great work on
art criticism. Other
volumes appeared
at intervals during
the next seventeen years. The Seven Lamps
of Architecture and Stones of Venice, criti-
cisms on architecture, followed.
In I860, with the publication of Unto this
Last, Ruskin appeared as a social reformer;
and he engaged actively in the work which he
championed in his writing. He improved
the condition of several tenement houses, had
streets cleaned and, in fact, devoted the great-
er part of his fortune to the improvement of
the working classes. From 1871 to 1879 and
from 1883 to 1884 he was Slade professor of
art at Oxford, but was obliged to resign on
account of ill health.
Besides the works already mentioned, Rus-
kin wrote, among others, Fors Clavigera, a
series of letters to the workingmen of Eng-
land; Poems; Sesame and Lilies; Ethics of
the Dust; The Crown of Wild Olive; The
Queen of the Air; Mornings in Florence, and
Praeterita. Eloquence, force and subtle
analysis are the prevailing characteristics of
Ruskin's literary style, and his works are
permeated with a lofty enthusiasm for truth
and beauty and with a generous sympathy
for the poor and the weak. He is most widely
known among children for his beautiful fairy-
tale Kng of the Golden Ewer,
RUSSELL, anotb (1864- ), in the
generation now passing, one of the leading
American actresses, bom in Liverpool, Eng-
 land, but taken to the United States in early
childhood. Her parents were Irish. Miss
Russell's first stage appearance was at the
age of eight, in Montreal, Canada; not until
1881 did she achieve success in the United
States, when she appeared in Esmerelda in
New York City. Among her greatest suc-
cesses are numerous Shakespearean revivals.
EUSSELL, bebtrand, earl (1872- ),
an English author and philosopher, was born
in Trelleck, the second son of Viscount Amer-
ley. At Trinity College, Cambridge, he at-
tained high rank as a scholar, especially in
the brandies of mathematics and social
science. He has been a prolific writer of
books in which he has freely expressed his
original—often radical—views on social ques-
tions. He had a wide and appreciative au-
dience both in Europe and America.
The wide range of his intellectual interest
is shown by the titles of some of his principal
works:
German Social Democracy; Essay on the
Foundations of Geometry; Philosphy of
Leibnitz; Principles of Mathematics; Prob-
lems of Philosophy; Mysticism and Logic;
The Analysis of Mind; The Prospects of
Industrial Civilization.
RUS'SELL, john, Lord, Earl Russell
(1792-1878), an English statesman, the son
of the Duke of Bedford. Educated at a pri-
vate school and at Edinburgh University, he
entered Parliament in 1813, before attaining
his majority. In 1819 he made his first mo-
tion in favor of parliamentary reform, the
great question of which he was the champion,
through life. In 1831 he was paymaster-
general in Lord Grey's Administration, and
though not in the cabinet, he introduced the
first Reform Bill to the House of Commons.
In the exciting struggle that followed, Lord
Russell was popularly accepted as the great
champion of reform, In Lord Melbourne's
second cabinet, Russell was home secretary,
and in 1839 he became a colonial secretary.
Erom 1841 till 1845 he led the opposition
against Peel (See peel, sib robert), with
whom, however, he was in sympathy on the
Corn Law Question. In 1846 he f ormed-a min-
istry which remained in power until 1852. He
then entered the Cabinet of Lord Aberdeen
as Foreign Secretary, and in 1855 he became
Colonial Secretary in Lord Palmerston's
Cabinet. He represented Great Britain at the
Vienna Conference, In 1865 he succeeded
Palraerston as leader of the Liberal party,

